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COMMITTEE ON GENERATION 
REVISED RECOMMENDATIONS 


(Replaces pages III-l through III-4, III-17, III-18, and III-24 of the Report 
of the Committee on Generation) 


The Committee on Generation received written comments and heard oral 
testimony in response to its original recommendations. After considering the 
tesimony and comments the Committee proposes the following revised 
recommendations: 


Recommendations for Further Study 


The Committee on Generation believes that the state should develop a 
clear, coherent, comprehensive, long-range policy for hazardous waste 
management which emphasizes reduction of hazardous waste generated. The 
Committee advocates measures which will encourage investments in waste 
reduction efforts at the source of generation and which will promote recovery 
and recycling rather than disposal. 


The Committee recommends that the Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources (DENR) be given the legislative direction, authority, and funding to 
conduct thorough studies and to develop recommendations regarding hazardous 
waste generation and management in Illinois every three to five years. The 
first such study should be initiated in fiscal year 1985. 


The issue of incentives for waste reduction and disincentives for disposal 
should be examined and recommendations considered for the 1985 legislative 
session. 


Legislative Recommendations 


The category of “special waste" should be restructured. Wastes which are 
currently regulated as "special waste" but which are not considered "hazardous 
waste" under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act should be evaluated 
and assigned to one of two categories of "restricted waste:" Class I 
restricted waste or Class II restricted waste. Class I restricted waste 
should be regulated under a system similar to the current system of "special 
waste" regulations. Class II restricted waste should be regulated under a 
system of generic permitting and annual reports from treatment, storage, and 
disposal facilities. The criteria for distinguishing Class I and Class II 
restricted wastes should be based on bulk analysis of the waste. The current 
exemption process should be retained. The term "special waste" should be 
deleted from the statutes and regulations. 


The Committee recommends that the Environmental Facilities Financing Act 
(Ill. Ann. Stat., #chs/2127,) secs:* 721° through 739) be ‘amended to give 
preference to facilities or processes which primarily (but not exclusively) 
reduce the volume or degree of hazard of hazardous waste generated. Financing 
should be targeted for priority problems as identified by DENR and IEPA 
studies. 


Administrative Recommendations 


The Committee on Generation believes that the hazardous waste data 
management system should provide comprehensive information on all hazardous 
waste generation and management throughout the state; that improvements are 
needed in the quality and timeliness of information filed in manifests, 
permits, and annual reports; and that Illinois should move toward a materials 
flow approach in the management of resources and wastes. To reach these 
goals, the Committee makes the following specific recommendations. 


The Committee urges that Illinois retain the annual reporting requirement, 
and not follow the federal government in shifting to biennial reporting. 


To assure that the completeness of our information is not compromised by 
noncompliance, the enforcement capacity of IEPA must be strengthened. The 
Committee believes that IEPA should develop a plan to increase significantly 
the number of inspectors for land pollution control. The Committee feels that 
an internship program coordinated by IEPA and (Illinois colleges and 
universities would provide a cost-effective mechanism for training additional 
inspectors. 


To permit greater integration of information from different regulatory 
data bases, the Committee makes several related recommendations. 


-IEPA, in cooperation with DENR and industry trade groups, should develop 
a uniform, unambiguous coding system for identifying wastes and 
environmental pollutants. 


-An intergovernmental and interagency study should be made to determine 
the potential for integrating different data bases. 


-A study should be made of the potential to reduce paper flow and to 
increase timeliness of reporting by the use of computerized data 
processing/telecommunications in reporting. 


-The data processing system for hazardous waste information should be 
sophisticated and versatile enough to allow detailed analysis of the data 
so that it will be useful for determining the specific hazardous waste 
problems facing Illinois and identifying the most urgent problems. 


-A pilot study should be done, using currently available data bases, to 
determine the feasibility of a materials flow approach to environmental 
regulation. 


The Committee recommends that the Department of Energy and Natural 
Resources explore undertaking a cooperative effort with university science and 
engineering departments to establish an industrial extension service, in order 
to encourage research on targeted hazardous waste problems identified by 
industries, DENR, or IEPA, and to facilitate the application of research 
results to technological problems. The extension service should include an 
information exchange to facilitate communications among small businesses about 
alternative technologies available to them. The Committee urges IEPA to 
develop instruction manuals and to provide ongoing assistance to industries in 
filing of forms and reports. 
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The IEPA, on an agency-wide basis, should use the permit review process as 
an opportunity to look for source reduction options within the context of each 
application, in order to be able to advise the applicant of possible source 
reduction alternatives which might be considered in the future. Due care must 
be taken to protect proprietary information and under no circumstances should 
suggestions be considered as additional conditions for permitting. 
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